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the girls, as well as the men, apply [24] hot and flam-
ing brands to those portions of the body which are
the most sensitive, to the ribs, thighs, chest, and
several other places. They raise the scalp from the
head, and then throw burning sand upon the skull,
or uncovered place. They pierce the arms at the
wrists with sharp sticks, and pull the nerves out
through these holes. In short, they make them suf-
fer all that cruelty and the Devil can suggest. At
last, as a final horror, they eat and devour them al-
most raw. If we were captured by the Hiroquois, per-
haps we would be obliged to suffer this ordeal, inas-
much as we live with the Montagnards, their ene-
mies. So enraged are they against every one who
does them an injury, that they eat the lice and other
vermin that they find upon themselves,— not because
they like them, but only, [25] they say, to avenge
themselves and to eat those that eat them.

While these poor captives were dancing and sing-
ing, there were some men of our crew who laughed
when they saw this exhibition of barbarism. But
oh, my God, what a sad subject for laughter! it
made my heart ache. I thought nothing of coming
to Canada when I was sent here; I felt no particular
affection for the Savages, but the duty of obedience
was binding, even if I had been sent a thousand
times further away; but I may say that even if I
had had an aversion to this country, seeing what I
have already seen, I should be touched, had I a
heart of bronze. Would to God that those who can
aid these poor souls and contribute something to
their salvation could be here, if only for three days.
I believe that a longing to help them would seize
powerfully upon [26] their souls. But let no one be



